[Aortic dissection and carotid arteries dissection complicated by ischaemic stroke in a patient with cystic medial necrosis].
We present a case of a 62-year-old man who was admitted in grave condition to the Institute of Psychiatry and Neurology because of ischaemic stroke. Neurological examination re- vealed left-sided pyramidal hemiparesis. Computed tomography (CT) showed the ischaemic focus in the right cerebral hemisphere. Clinical examination and ultrasound examination revealed dissection of the aortic arch and extracranial arteries. Aortic dissection was confirmed in echocardiography and chest CT. The patient remained comatose and died after 7 days. Post-mortem examination identified dissection of the aortic arch, brachiocephalic truncus, common carotid arteries, internal carotid arteries and dissection extending along the whole aorta into both iliac arteries. This examination also showed a massive haemopericardium and a scar in the heart muscle after myocardial infarction. Microscopic examination identified cystic medial necrosis. This type of dissection is very rarely described.